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Topic: Intelligence briefing on drug trade in Saudi Arabia.
Research question: What effect does social media has on drug trade in Saudi Arabia   
Summary/key points
· The current population of Saudi Arabia is 33 million 
· The active internet users represent 25 million
· The topmost active social media platforms are Facebook, YouTube and Twitter respectively
· Some individuals use these platform for purposes of smuggling drugs
· Several people have been arrested smuggling drugs using the social media platforms
· The GDNC (General Directorate of Narcotics Control) has been fighting the drug trade on all platforms
· The main drugs smuggled are amphetamine, Cannabis, Heroin, cocaine, and methamphetamine.
· Saudi Arabia focuses on cybercrimes and technological use to reduce the drug trade.
Introduction
Drug trade refers to a global illegal trade that involves growing, manufacture, supply, and the sale of substances subjected to drug prohibition laws (Alsulimani, 2018). Like in many countries Saudi Arabia is affected by this global illicit trade. In this case, the trade is made possible by many factors and avenues such as social media that make the trade easier to operate. Social Media is the process in which interaction and communication between persons globally take place electronically. This intelligence report paper, therefore, will explain what effects does social media has on the drug trade in Saudi Arabia.
Findings and Discussion 
Saudi Arabia involves one of the biggest populations and economies globally. The largest number of users in Saudi Arabia represents the best choice for marketing and business and not only for legal business but also illicit drug trades. According to Ismail, (2014) establishing the relationship between social media or technology activity and the drug trade remains useful for anti-drug authorities to know the benefits associated with investing in social media (Ismail, 2014).
Social media use is highly embraced in Saudi Arabia and over 25 million people use various platforms that include Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, and Instagram respectively. Since the revolution of technology use, drug dealers use platforms for drug smuggling due to the high number of young age users. According to the GDNC, the total number arrested for drug smuggling was over 1600 individuals, and each involved in different drugs (Ismail, 2014).
According to Degenhardt & Hall (2012), with the growth of technology and increased use of social media, there is an increasing prevalence of the substance use and drug trade in Saudi Arabia. Technology has impacted highly on the young unemployed population and has spread to even women. In this research, the mean age involved was 29 years with those abusing heroin being younger (Degenhardt & Hall 2012).
A big correlation exists between teens and technology and the drug trade. In this case, the social media platform is used as a conveyer belt for selling drugs of abuse among the young generation (Degenhardt & Hall 2012). In many cases, it is used in facilitating the communication and interaction between the buyers and the sellers. The advisements for the substances of abuse and other illicit drugs in the drug trade may take place through images that are accessed by the drug users (Alsulimani, 2018). Despite this, the government of Saudi Arabia has continuously employed stringent measures to curb the drug trade in all aspects. 
Below is a graph representing the number of drug-related charges and other charges from the year 2004 to 2016 in which the victims were beheaded.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposal 
Finally, it is my suggestion that the government should invest a lot in social media, technology, and cyberspace to counter all the illicit drug related to trade that happens in social media. There is a need to intercept the communications and sweep all the elegit social media accounts that promote the drug trade. Moreover, the growing trade on the drug trade in Saudi Arabia suggests that there is a need for vigilance and there is a need to review data to enact and implement new strategies, policies, and modern inventions for positive outcomes on matters that relate to the drug trade. Additionally, forensic and gene profiling can be used to trace and track those using cyberspace in the drug trade
 Conclusion 
In conclusion, social media platforms remain a highly promising platform for the drug trade to flourish. In this case, these platforms can be used in the right way to impact positively on nations. However, the same platforms can destroy a nation in various aspects with drug trafficking being on top of the list. 
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